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Abstract 

 

Suppose a sheet is taken from a pad of paper, crumpled up, and 

placed back on the pad.  Ignoring real-world complications (atoms, 

etc.), a remarkable theorem of Brouwer tells us that at least one point 

in the crumpled-up piece of paper lies directly above the point where it 

started.  Using little more than the basic notion of continuity, we shall 

present a proof of Brouwer’s theorem based on the fact that the two-

person game of Hex does not allow ties.  

  

 

 


