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The logistic map   f(x) = a x(1-x)  is a simple nonlinear model  

for the growth of a population. It is governed by a single real 

parameter  “a”. Depending on the value of the parameter, the 

long term behavior of the system can be either “tameʼʼ or 

“chaotic”.  I will explain what these terms mean and discuss 

some interesting mathematical results about this model. 
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