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Approximations of the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its diameter have
fascinated mathematicians since ancient times. I will discuss some of the history
from polygon approximations of a circle to the fastest modern algorithms. There
'_\A will be a heavy emphasis on the role of calculus in creating faster ways to

compute 7. A simple algorithm for computing 7 will be derived using Gauss’
continued fraction for hypergeometric functions.
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